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March 19, 2018 
 
Dear Woodward School Community: 
 
We write with thrilling news about the future of The Woodward School!  Over the past few years, 
we have been working diligently to secure funds to make major enhancements to our facilities and 
academic program.  We are delighted to announce that we have received epic support that will 
enable us to extensively refurbish and renovate our existing schoolhouse and break ground on a 
new school building adjacent to our current school!  The first phase of the renovation will start 
this summer and construction of the new building will serendipitously coincide with Woodward’s 
125th Anniversary in 2019! 
 
First, a bit of context around this historic announcement.  According to the terms of Dr. Ebenezer 
Woodward’s will written in 1869, “within 25 years of [his] death,” the City of Quincy (the School’s 
original Trustee) would have to construct a schoolhouse paid for with the proceeds of his and his 
wife, Mary Greenleaf's real estate.  Just months shy of this 25-year condition, The Woodward 
School opened in a “temporary schoolhouse” with a promise from the Trustee to build a more 
permanent structure at a later time.  In the 124 years since, despite the heroic efforts of many to 
repair, patch, and renovate all parts of the original schoolhouse, many challenges remain in 
running the facility in a manner that ensures comfort and efficient use of resources.   
 
The Board of Trustees and Head of School have been engaged in long-term planning, and have 
explored a number of options that included renovating and building new space and even possibly 
relocating.  As a result of this process, it was determined that our prime location and the historic 
significance of our building are fundamental to what makes Woodward a unique and compelling 
educational environment.  While our original six-room schoolhouse and subsequent additions 
have served the Woodward community faithfully over many years, our planned improvements will 
fortify our mission in an ever-evolving secondary education environment. 
 
The driving motivation for our historic renovation and new construction is to ensure that 
Woodward students are provided with an optimal learning environment.  Our new schoolhouse 
will be equipped with cutting edge learning technologies.  During renovation and new 
construction, every effort will be made to ensure continuity of the program that has set Woodward 
apart in its distinguished history, now spanning three centuries. 
 
Architects have assured us that the design options they present will maintain Woodward's historic 
charm and appearance while modernizing the space to optimize our students’ learning needs, and 
the new facility will provide far more comfort for our students to learn and grow.  There is much 
work ahead and input needed from all constituencies in the Woodward community, as we design 
our new educational and community spaces.   
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Our current school building has been graced with phenomenal young women and great teachers, 
and has been like a second home for generations of students.  We anticipate this news will lead 
many to wonder if this project will impact the nature of our educational program and wonderful 
school culture -- be assured it will only lead to positive changes.  Our mission of fostering the 
growth of exceptional young women into successful women and leaders endures and will be 
strengthened through this historic endeavor. 
 
The City of Quincy is central to where America began.  John Hancock lived across the street from 
Woodward, at 8 Adams Street.  John and John Quincy Adams were Presidents of the United 
States, and their wives were leading and learned women, in a day when women had little say.  And, 
our Founders, Dr. Ebenezer Woodward and his wife, Mary Greenleaf, made their forward 
thinking and generous gift to assure that girls would have access to the same opportunities that 
boys enjoyed.  As we approach our 125th anniversary, we are excited and proud to uphold The 
School's founding principles and promise, so many years later.   
 
Please join us to celebrate this news at a campus reception on Wednesday, March 28 at Big Blue at 
6:30 pm.  Our architect, Gene Raymond, will be present to answer questions.  We encourage you 
to read through the accompanying narrative of our renovation and construction phases, included 
with this letter.  We look forward to seeing you and celebrating this magnificent announcement 
with you.     
 
Sincerely, 

    
 
Eileen Shaw, ‘69                            Walter Hubley 
Chair, Board of Trustees                Head of School 
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PROJECTED TIMELINES 
 
PHASE I – Summer 2018: Original Schoolhouse Restoration 
 
This summer, starting the day students leave for break in June, an exceptionally talented 
contractor, who has built all over the nation, will begin renovation of the historic part of the 
school.  Many are not aware that the left side of the building (looking at “Big Blue” from Hancock 
Street) is the original six-room schoolhouse.  This original side will be renovated this summer.   
The planned work includes: renovation of the classrooms, and modernization of learning spaces, 
fitted with state of the art whiteboard and overhead learning assist technologies, furniture, 
equipment and locker upgrades, new electric service and lighting, and a fire suppression and 
sprinkler system.   
 
All walls will be insulated to assure maximum comfort and climate control and new windows will 
be installed.  Students will return to school this September, 2018 to a beautifully renovated space 
inside, and exterior upgrades including new siding, gutters, downspouts, and landscaping.   
 
The other side of “Big Blue” that currently includes the lobby, café, gym, and areas above, was a 
1907 addition to the original six-room schoolhouse -- this section of the building will be renovated 
over the following summer of 2019.   
 
PHASE II – FALL 2018 – FALL 2019: New Academic Building & Gym 
 
After the students return in September to enjoy the Phase I improvements in the original 
schoolhouse as described above, our contractors will break ground with new construction 
immediately adjacent to the school (grass field area).  This phase will result in the construction of a 
beautiful new addition, the first since 1907.  This new academic addition will house three levels of 
classrooms, labs and other adaptable spaces to facilitate a range of program needs, including a 
research and technology center; library and student lounge; and a lobby and café with open views 
between floors. The new construction will allow for the addition of a regulation size gymnasium, 
and a separate auditorium with a theater and performance space, and a beautiful visual arts 
classroom.  
 
We are thrilled that our students and families will be able to watch the construction of the new 
addition, and, in the fall of 2019, we will transition our program to this new, state of the art 
learning facility.  The new space will support a vibrant campus life and further promote a 
collaborative environment for our students to learn and engage with one another.     
 
PHASE II.5 – Fall / Winter 2019: Rehab of Right Side of Big Blue 
 
After completion of both the Phase I upgrades in the original school building, and construction of 
the new addition, students and staff will move into the new addition.  At this point, the right side 
of Big Blue will be renovated to conform to the high-quality work described in Phase I above.  
And, finally, the new addition, and the original but totally renovated buildings, will be bridged 
and joined to make one facility.   
 
20 Greenleaf Street - Woodward's Arts Education Facilities: 
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As part of the ambitious and carefully planned upgrade and expansion to Woodward's facilities, 
The Board of Trustees has determined that maintaining the property at 20 Greenleaf St. is 
inefficient, and that the space in this former church building does not meet the needs of a modern 
learning facility.  Thus, it will be sold.  Our visual arts and performing arts programs will be 
relocated to the newly constructed school building, with significant improvements in terms of 
space, staging, lighting and sound, and all other elements necessary to support a vibrant and 
inspiring visual and performing arts program.  
 
Woodward believes that arts education develops and sustains the creative humanity of students 
and is a sustaining, life-enhancing and transforming discipline.  At a time when many schools must 
reduce arts programs, Woodward is committed to supporting the arts as a fundamental 
component of a classical education, to be fully integrated into the school's curriculum and 
program.  We plan for wonderful new spaces that will be fitted to enable the arts to thrive at 
Woodward.  And, the addition of a regulation size gymnasium means that the school's dedicated 
scholar athletes will practice and host home games on our school grounds for the first time in 
Woodward's history.  
 
 
 


